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ADVERTISEMENT. 


"7 HEN the following pages were compoſed, at a ſhort 
95 notice, the writer was far from having any other 


views than to ſatisfy, to the beſt of his feeble powers, 


the duties of the day. But having been requeſted to pub- 
lim the diſcourſe by ſome who heard it delivered and others 
who have peruſed it ſince, it is now printed in conformity 
with their wiſhes ; which he will be happy in having 


complied with, if what is here offered ſhall, by His bleſ- 
ſing from whom all good proceeds, be the means of re- 


preſſing one evil propenſity, or ſtrengthening. one virtuous 
habit; eſpecially in the Ufliverſity of Oxford, which, after 
a reſidence of twenty one years, the writer is about to quit 
with ſentiments of devout eſteem and unalienable attach- 


ment. 


_ May 14, 1793. 
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LL urig i is the conſequence of fin. Revyelation, 
which teaches this, ſupplying at the ſame. time aw 
| certain neceſſary limitations | of the important truth, ſuggeſts 4 


PVT. 


caution and candour_ j in the _aſe_and. application. of Mend + 
. the day « of trial and Footy, the patient himſelf, if he a 1 
Mx 1s mines his heart with honeſt impartiality, will ſeldom. be at 
 _ a loſs to diſcover the. intent of his afflition. He will ſee 2 
bat courſe of wickedneſs, what crime of a deep dye, calls _ 16105 
aloud for repentance and reformatign The! infirmity re- 


quires | to be correaed ; or what ds: aid 

and improvement. To Him SOT Og language of 
departing ſorrow will, be, ſometimes, ye humbly ruſt, 1 
1 accents of joy, OY OATS Fon” 
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but often doubtleſs. ie voice of ' warning, - « Behold, thav | 
, art made whole; fin no more, leſt a worſe thing come 
e unto thee *.” 


But what . 9 *when rouſed by 1 
may ly. to the charge of the offender, the fallible by- 
Kander t may not certainly know. It behoves him therefore 


not te to adop f the raſh ; acciſation of the barbarians of Melita 
againſt St. Faul, «No doubt this 1 man Is a murderer, whom 


e vengeance ſutferetk not to live; but rather to cheriſh 
. thoſe ſentiments of mercy, which being often "moſt juſt 


| ſhould always be preſumed ſo until er herſelf, 


dnl: 


Neither hath this man ſinned, Hor Ale parents, that he 
xs born blind ; ben he d oj Ke chaſteneth, 
„und tourg every (Gn hum B toeiyeth'.” The Ga- 
meant, whole blood Pitite etl? the time they were at- 
tending the duties of ren ieh, welk not 155 ve others 


cheit cbunttymen, who 818 not periqi any Bibi ter deed 
of impiety and vidlence; of Lin hes 15 "whom the 
tover- it Silbarh fell e wem more Evilty a and 9b 
noxious it the gb than d many 7 contemporary 3 inba⸗ 
bitarits of Jerufliem, ance Ad was arked with no fach 
taftrc F221 
by ps Pile in che Hill W f A? calamities 1 this life, eſpe. 
d John v. 14. Ade xxvili- 4. 4 x Cor. xi. 7. 
* John ix. 2, 3. Nb. N | 
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| vially:inipublic calninities; in paſtiential babbns in deem 
aun teimpeſte, in the devaſtations of war, though all is 
diſpoſed by the zules of infinite wiſdom and goodneſs, 
yet ohe coinmon ũeſtruction often involves the good and dhe 


Had, and no man knoweth either love or hatred, the 
Almighty's dove of virtue or abherrenne of vice; * by ali 
e chat is before chem 3 A proſperous eſtate being no ſure 
criterion af {God's favour, at derſity no infallible fign of his 


diſpleaſure ; for that +* all things come alike ito all, und 
here is one event to:the-rigliteous and to the wicked®,”- 


thay 31 tin wot oft 26, tec inte un e Ke: now 
atteſted by God's word; and confirmed by his Providence. 
Peace of mind health df body, length of days, riches and 


and virtue ; and, an the contrüry, anguiſh of ſoul and bo- 


dily diſeaſe, ruin of fortune and loſs of friends, diſeſteain 
and death, are the genuine offspring and wages of ſin. 


from cutruption, and inveſted [mich Pp 4 meg af "the | 
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kingdoms. All relations of this ſort being confined to the 
preſent world, it may be thought probable, that the diſtri- 
butions of Providence hete run in what may be ſtyled a 
more equal courſe; and that national proſperity holds exact 


proportion with national merit, and national ſuffering with 


public guilt. To one part of this propoſition we may 


before the flood, and with thie Jews forty years, ſo may he 
in modern days: therefore exemption from the rod will 
not neceſſurily infer exemption from guilt. But when his 
holy arm is lifted up to ſmite, when his judgements are 


abecdad in the earth, ert In doukelefs jufticeofo for bis 
anger: eee e pe f be e va - 


— 15 $42] 


pe, 


( Ane eee a en af a adidas, 
which He who tuleth in the kingdoms of, the world is 
wont to challenge as an evil peculiarly of His ſending: the 
ſword of war is unſheathed againſt us. How ſhall we ward 


off the alarming concluſion, dra a is ng us 
the accurſed ag 09: (23%) 
| $1 1 1. 20. < 

Shall 


— 


. ſafely, ſubſcribe ; the other, I fear, muſt be admitted witin 
caution. Towards kingdoms, as well as towards indi- 


viduals, the Lord is long-ſuffering and gracious, and ſpareth 
when they deſerve puniſhment. As he bore with the world 


TT» }Þ 


Shall we fay, that our cauſe is good; that we fight not 
but to' redreſs the injured, to chaſtiſe iniquity that cries 
aloud for vengeance ?- When the matter concerns ourſelves, 
we are not always the beſt judges of equity ; but be it fo, 


that theſe pleas are ever ſo well founded; be they, as we 
humbly truſt they are, juſt in the ſight of God, as well as 

of men: ſtill it may be aſked, Will they fully avail us in 

_ the preſent inftatice? For do we then go forth like the 
 Iffaclites of old, commiſſioned by Heaven to gut off a peo - 
ple devoted to deſtruction, whom the very earth 'abomi- 
nated ? Do we, like them, fight the Lord's battles, protected 
by his ſhield; fo that when thouſands have fallen before 
us, when we muſter our own forces, not one man lacketh*? 


If it is falſe to aſſert this, and madneſs to expect it, We 


5 muſt allow war in its mildeſt aſpect and leaſt San deen 

to be s terror, a plague, and à eurſe. It ir 

ſoeiul intercourſe of the world ; it exhauſts the treaſures 

that might be employed in deeds of beneficence and the 

Arts of peace, and calls forth the widow's lamentation and 

the tears of the orphan. And if war is an evil, a public 

evil, the concluſion” recoils' upon us, There is therefore 

public guilt. '' And it is of ſmall moment to compare our= 

ſelves with others whoſe crimes are more gigantic” and 
heinous, while it may be ſaid, Thou thyſelf art finful : 

undes FIG een if we OY of th — 
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: 8 pojtloa af That for which the Son of God ſhed; hit bod! 

upon the croſs ; which is the ſouree of all the miſeries af 

this life 3 and of which a ſingle act, unrepented of, will;for 

ever exclude us from n -ARthche rn: N 

dn MER: 564: 4 ba * 25 eee ee ve 

A1 een Hut ne e ) ene! | 

e er arg; bet only by „ F 
tions of the goſpel, but now alſo by; the example and com- 5 

mand of a Sovereign ever anxious for the welfare of all 9 
bis ſubjecta, let each of us ſincerely bewail and reform the | 

fins of which his own breaſt; is. conſcious; leſt they ſhould 1 

be the private but malignant ſtain, of the land, that may 

hinder ſucceſs, or retard peace. As to public offences and 

notorious, deviations from what is right, theſe, if ſuch there 

be, are within the province of the preacher 3 nor is he 
faithful to his Lord ot a erus friend. ta hie country, however 

humble his abilities, who, When he is thas commiſſioned; 

ſhall ſhrink from his charge; ſhall heſitate to ſhew oven 

Iſrael, his tranſgreſſions, and the houſe. of Judah their. fine. 

And it were well if there were not ſamething of this natuns 
which haſty obſervatian may diſcover, and a rapid diſcourſe | 

exhibit ; if there were not in our good qualities N 

to corral, and in our All bin el to ne 


. alle W, inns; Sandi Sis men. 
is almoſt another name for a Britop 3 and would God it 


might 
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<ifrantic - among his fervants ?“ 
fancied virtue tov nearly reſemble the generofity of the king 
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mbht increaſs-s. { Ivniſtodfabdy las that the lan would 
pour forth abundantly: the ſpirit of charity in our hearts. 


But is this our bonſted excellence always what it ſeems to 
be? Do we never miſtake, dazzled by its luſtre, the falſt 
gem for the brilliant, che counterfeit for true coin the 
| ſhadow for the ſubſtance? Bleſſed ourſelves | with: liberty, 


and ſenũ ble of the blefling, we ſhudder ut the thought. that 
ſlavery ſhould exiſt in any cornet of the earth; we ſhrink 


at the recital of barbarity to Negroes” we are filled | with 


horror to hear of cruelty even to brutes. But is then the 


heart, thus - treinblingly alive to diſtant + ſorrows, always 


equally touched with nearer woes? > equally. ſolicitous to 
relie ve want and alleviate miſery lying at the door? Is not 


the ſame perſon, who-lympathizes ſo feelingly with Tranſ- 


atlantic 


often ſeen * as a lion in his houſe, and 
= EEE Mt 


of. beaſts to his vanquiſhed foe; joined with the ferocity of 
the ſame lordly animal to thoſe that provokes him? In all 
ſuch caſes ve may ſurely apply the reaſoning of the apoſtle: 


He that loveth nôt his brother whom he hath ſeen, how 


dean he love his brother whom he hath not ſeen ? If 
we do not ſhew kindneſs, do not exerciſe ſorbearance, to- 


wards all men with whom we have dtalings, it is extremely 


P5105 n Nelhe . d bin eg: t r ,, I 
"Doe | | . impro- 


— 
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improbable that our demeanour would be mote gentle, our. 


charity more exuberant, towards thoſe, were they placed 
within our reach, whoſe forlorn ſituation and accumulated 
griefs, hen reported in our hearing, move the figh of 


ſenſibility and the tear of compaſſion. And in general it 
may be regarded as a kind of moral axiom, that if we do 
not perform our duty in our preſent ſtation, whatever it be, 


neither ſhould we perform it in any other er a 
fond ene r and en, defire my covet. 


. 


bs Gas ak to this Gomblaties of cats Going 
2 N confounded our notions, and perverted our lan- 
guage; and we ſometimes hear it ſaid of a perſon," as the 
fum of his merit, that he has @ good bearr. The only good 
approve, is that, 


heart that religion knows, or reaſon can 
whioh, fully foaGble..of its own ſinfulneſs, relies humbly 


on God's mercy, and confides in his ſtrength; and from the 


good treaſures of ſueh a heart will proceed anſwerable 
conduct, love to God and obedience to his laws, and uni- 
verſal good-will and charity to men. But in the ſtyle of 
faſhionable folly and culpable complaiſance, the man who 


has a good heart, may yet, did not human laws reſtrain 


overt acts of violence, live in the habitual IS 6 1. 
every precept of both tables of the decalogue. | 


Tf our on want accuracy and our expreſſions correct- 
; nels, 


{ 
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neſs, l au beſt qualities will: ſcarcely bear the teſt of : 
_ Chriſtian.candour; much leſs of rigid juſtice; how'ſhiall"we = 
exciſe oiniſſions of duty? how ſhnll we Werken 
delinqueney? The neglect; not to- ſay contempt, o 
gious ordinances, and particularly of the day — 
apart for God's honour and ſervice, is too viſible to eſcape 
notice, and too ſhameful to be paltiated;” Styling Surſelves 
Proteſtants: and members of a church Which thoſe beſt 
able to judge, with reaſon eſteem the pureſt in Chriſtendom, 
we forget that ſuperior light and more exalted privileges, 
when: they are abuſed or diſregarded, heads. chef our 
nemme puniſhment. wor Sen 2290 
Srar3ftogd of 11h 18 onbhummiien Yo Pnicut ore. 
* the ſopinrnats or abſence of the. Ates pee de 
to direct and invigorate, Honour predominates; 2 term 
which, in populat ue, ax beſt includes no other victucs 
but veracity and courage, and may conſiſt with the indul- 
gence of almoſt every vice. Hence God's holy name is | 
profaned with horrid oaths; hence intemperance and de- 
bauchery ; hence murder, ſuicide, lewdneſs, and adultery ; 
and theſe ſo frequent, and ſo /ſhameleſs, as if  we-wete're- 
ſolved to ſee how long it will be, ere the Lord, awaking as 
one out of ſleep, erĩeth out, Shall not I viſit for theſe 
« things ? and ſhall not-my-ſoul be'avenged: on ſuch a na- 
« tion as this??? r 104018 FW ee e 
e e | oy 8 
c | We 
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W'• convert our proſpority into our ruin. While riches - 
oy ingupon use laviſh chem in luxuryſ und ſacriee 
quitous practices; and, to dotuplete our olli in the midſt 
of, our extuyaVagance complain bf public butdend ant op- 
prefſive taxes: lt may pethaps well be queſtioned, whether, 
from the advantages with which: it has pleaſtd God to bleſs 
us, in the inereaſe. af wealth, the improvement of manu- 
factures, and the extenſion of commerce, we are not, as a 

nation, in a condition altogether as eaſy and enviable; as 
were before that unfartunatt accumulation of debt, - which 
is the ſubject of murmuring. But admit it to be otherwiſe; 
fay that the weight, augmented as our reſources are, is ten 
times more heavy to dear now than heretofore 3 it is ſurely | 
2 principle of common equity that juſt debts; public as well 
a6 private, muſt be paid: and I no. of ne hard(hip that is | 
nn e; 


the world in this out Athens; or, do uſe 4 bemer-alladitn, ti 
theſe ſchools of the prophets, we 
corruption of public life, the turbulent paſſions, and the 
4 ey of Jordan”. . Whatever crimes, „ 


* Jer. l. f. 
0 ings, 


. »* 4 : ; "Ma 2 N 
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inge nnn. to. Oad be an 
thraugh Jeſus Qhriſt. But, alas vmether in the crowded 
empori um or ſequeſtered vals ar cloiſtered college, wherever 
man ia, there is imbecility and ſin 3 the abſence: of much 
attainable good, the preſence of * evil n | 
been. avoided... THHUFGuL bay: iti! 377 VE 608 A 1 
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- + Beſides, is it certain that we have i avi 8 


2 


eee ee vices? Has it not been ſuffered to bre 


in upon our retirement. to our imminent danger? Perhaps | 
human ipgeauity cannot apportion time more commodiouſly 
to ſerve the common and inſeparable: intereſt of religion 
and learning, than in the cuſtomary diſtribution and order 
of collegiate hours 3 where! temperate refreſhment, cheerful. 
D. and ase exerciſe dare their 368 and ſtated ſea- 


| eee ae e whole day. Bot 


if, in conforming to faſhionable hours, we have permitted 
them to be followed by thaſe inconveniences which do not 
attend them in the world, though, if they did, they would 
there be leſs reprehenſible ; if in any inſtances on ſix days 
out of ſeven, or if on one day out of fix (for I will not ſup- 

poſe Sunday to be ſo abuſed), ſour or five hours are devoted, 
Iwill not —— nt 4 
caſe, hold ir hevarns drprodilge chien if out oF ye 


10 | 2 ſucceſſive 


9 
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' ſugeeflive hours are given not by: accident or upon ſome 
Extraordinary: occaſion, but regularly and ſyſtematically, 
merely to ſocial convetſation, it is a grievous waſte of that 


ptecious time, which is regiſtered in heaven, for every mo- 


pl ment of which an account muſt be rendered at the tribunal 
of Chriſt. But leaving this high conſideration with hum- 


ble fincerity-to the conſciences of thoſe whom it may con- 


cern, if any ſuch bear me, ſuffer me to ſay, that -whotver 
or whatever takes from the ſtudent the academic evening, 


robs him of hours which thoſe who have experienced, men | 


of the firſt talents' and profound etudition; have always 
found and deſcribe as among the moments moſt favourable 


to ſtudy and propitious to genius, ins pum pv for culti- 


lays e or * ile the muſs. 


it bust bis ft: bt N. Niels 296 ui 5 


It may eee eee — — 2 


; and occaſion to caution the younger part of my hearers 


nàꝛgainſt a querulous cenſorious diſpoſition, a fondneſs for 


ſatire, and delight in caricature. Vet in truth theſe things 


are the ſeeds of miſchief, which, if ſuffered to take root or 


vent the growth of better fruits. He who is accuſtomed 
to look at the wotſt ſide of things, who is on the watch 
for blemiſhes, and habituated to ridicule, will ſoon become 
offenſive to others and diſſatisfied with himſelf: by attend- 
ing” to foibles he will loſe the reliſh for great excellence; 
IN | > and 


„ 


| therefore ſhould: be ſtrengthened and enlarged by being 
inured to works of ſterling merit; by contemplating: with 


1 and in life, in eee Fi 


ch hee commune 2 applauſe * ede generation 


7 4 . 8 * * 
2 tak e 4 * * L * . 113 W Le 1 22 612 26 1 . 


n now, alas no longer a 
kingdom, nor even a ſtate, it is ſaid that one of the earlieſt 


preludes, one of the firſt ſymptoms, of that total ſubverſion 


of government, chat univerſal diſtraction. of order, and thoſe 


enormous crimes, which aſtoniſh and appal the civilized _ 


world, was the want of ſubordinationp the impatience of 
diſcipline, in the ſeminaries. of learning. If there is the 


the bud; we ſhould. recommend by our example, and en- 


force by our authority; habits of ſobriety, of decenty;-of 
order. Let the goyernors therefore exerciſe meekreſs, diſ- 
cretion, vigilance, clemency ;; let the. governed ſhem re- 
n ſubmiſſion, and 3 let all promote har- 


mony 


* 
- 


A n ſabftaitial comforts by being” Iifegnperted 2 
uneaſy at trifles. Perfection belongs not to human ope- 
rations ;; and there is much truth in the trite obſervation, 
that it is an eaſy matter to find out faults, It is a mark 
of higher genius and ſuperior diſcernment to diſcover and 
elucidate genuine beauties and true ſublimity : the mind 


remoteſt, Tendeney to ſimilar paſſions in our o cο⁰tx 
and among ourſelves, we ſhould eruſh the growing evil in 
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We glory in ber conſtititivns/chs: envy of the world 
we: are immovcably attached to monarchy; Hm friends to 
the church. | Doubtleſs, in ſubordination 4 that principle 
eee 9-4 and animate all other duties; we cannot 
deſerve. ba: Sins in mere Wim neee eee 


man henceſorth put confidence ; | henceforward let no man 


rely on the arm af fleſſi. Where are now thoſe deep 
ſchemes of a Mazarine and a Richlieu, contrived with un- 

paralleled ability and executed with conſummate addreſs? 
Where is the ſceptre, careſſed and adored by thoſe who 
ſmarted under it, that was to hold its vaſſals in perpetual 


ſubjugation ? Where is that mighty fabric of government 


the work of ages, and tremendous in the eyes of all Europe? 


It is gone, almoſt without an effort to ſave it; gone in « 
moment, like a dream or a ſhadow, as the morning cloud 
or the early dew. In the place of it and on its rains Has 
ſtarted up the giant form of Anarchy, whoſe ſmiles are 
and ſpeaks blaſphemy againſt God; he ſpurns at liberty. 
inſults juſtice, nor ig fated with blood tilł the unreſiſting 
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It was impoſlible. theg+naighbonting» nations ſhould nt 
early wake; alarm at ſuch ſcenes of uptoar. To reſttein 
dating lictntiouſneſi ere it ſhould accomplith - its utmoſt 
fury, to check wild ambition aiming to unbinge all civil 
government, well appointed armies, under commanders of 
tried ill and proweſs, marched forth 
mundeters and legions of feditipn. The event, homer, 
did not anſwer; their ſplendid preparntions and fair hopes 3 1 
they; were compelled to retreat with diſcomſituro and diſ- 
FSrace. How ſhall we account for it? Surely; in this mans? 
der. He who dwelleth ing heaven, and, deholdeth call, the 
inhabitants of the earth, has a right to judge not only of the - 
merits of the cauſe, but of the demerits of the perſons con- 
cerned in it ; and often. puniſhes f tſt af all the, wickedneſs 
of thoſe whom finally he purpoſes to emplay ae inen 
of his vengeance againſt blacker guilt; an hre atrocious 
enormities. When the tribes: of Iſrasl, pkidg-:conntil 
e God, went up againſt Benjamin, for sefuſing) deln 
up the men of Gibeah who! had committed hovrid abomi- 
nation, they, were twice ſmitten don beſote them; U 
there fell of the Iſraelites forty-thquſand men. The ſus 
viving multitude and all Israel aſſembled before the Land; 
and faſted, and wept; whereupon they feceined a promiſe 
of victory ; and avs fp. the ahirft cocannteny . ume 
tribe was given up to their wares 


» See Judges xx. 
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ſient conteſt be fimilar in its iſſue, but, if it pleaſe God, 


with ſpeedier termination. It will be\fimilar, if the 'repent® — 
Nenn condemn gent r e Pert e 
i Men : ahnt , einn 5537 Gee WP n ane ve | 1 ; ; 
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accefſion of new allies to ſtrongthen dhe confedericy/-tmay 4 
be regürdedd as au{picitus omene, and afford rom for u.. 
vobrable conjeRures and hopes. But ſiill the battle is bo 


Lord's; and the caution ie never unwiſe or unſeaſonable e. 
Let not him that girdeth on his harneſs wn" himſelf Hers 1 
© a5 he an racy tp cries cle edi da RL 
* io 80 111 155 r 1212 Nan I; 


vs Newly involved 10 the diſpute 08 and defended 

as we are by our happy fituation, the waters being a Wall 

vote us on che cigbe Nand and on the left *, war at beſt is 

what we ſhould. deplore and deprecate. If the generous 

dlood of one of our countrymen is ſhed in the ſtruggle, it 

is a ſore evll. We have before had trials, many and temark- 

- able, at home and abroad.” We have experienced protee. 

tion, we have found deliverance, we enjoy privileges with- 

1 out number and above price. Let us not, by deſpiſing the E 
33 preſent warning, riſk the continuance of that favour, which 
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